
Geometry Class Policies and Expectations  

ATTENDANCE—Mathematics is a difficult subject. Since topics build on one another, daily 
participation is a must. Do not get behind in your course work as it is almost impossible to catch up. Any 
absence, excused or unexcused, will affect your grade. Attendance is mandatory, and the school has 
rules and procedures for dealing with unexcused absences (cuts). Cuts and tardies are also counted 
against citizenship. 
GRADES/HOMEWORK—Grades are determined by tests (usually cumulative), surprise quizzes, 
group work, projects, a participation grade (class participation/social skills/homework), Mathercise 
problems, binder upkeep, and the semester final exam. Geometry is a demanding college prep math 
course and requires about 30–60 minutes of homework each night (including weekends). Often you will 
be given class time at the beginning and/or at the end of the class period, to work in groups discussing 
the lesson or homework. What you do not finish in class becomes homework. All problems assigned 
have answers either in the back of the book or will be available the next day. You should rework the 
problem until you get the correct answer, discovering errors before they become bad habits. Homework 
is the place for you to be free to learn from your mistakes. Once you pass a vocabulary exam, you will 
be permitted to use your notes/homework on all tests and quizzes. If you miss a Mathercise because of 
an excused absence, it is your responsibility to see me to record this in the grade book. Your next 
Mathercise grade will count double if you indicate so on the top of your next Mathercise paper. If a quiz 
or test is missed because of an excused absence, it is your responsibility to see me to set a date for a 
lunch period make-up within one week of returning to class. If the test or quiz is not made up in that 
time, you may receive an F for that test or quiz. 

CLASSROOM MATERIALS—You should have a three ring binder, divided into six sections: 
Notes/Homework, Definitions, Investigations, Conjectures, Chapter Summaries, and Journal. A possible 
seventh section (Postulates and Theorems) may be added near the end of the year while studying proof 
in greater depth. You should have a set of geometry tools (compass, straightedge, ruler, and protractor), 
calculator, and a pencil. Your binder, geometry tools, calculator, textbook, and pencil should be brought 
to class every day unless you are told otherwise. 

CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT—While I am speaking to the class, I expect you to be listening, not 
speaking. While I am not addressing the class, you are free to move around, sharpen pencils, get scratch 
paper, and work/talk in your groups. You are not to enter or leave via the back door, or leave the 
classroom, without my permission and a pass. You should behave according to the social skills posted in 
the classroom. You will be working in cooperative groups of 3-4 students each day. The group will be 
re-configured every six weeks. 

EXTRA HELP—I am available for help by appointment during lunch periods and after school.  
Please sign you name below, indicating that you have read and understand the rules of the class. Take 
this home and have at least one of your parents sign, indicating that she/he has read these rules. Both 
signatures (yours and a parent) are required.  

 
 Student's signature________________________ Date ___________ 
 
 Parent's signature_________________________ Date ___________  
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